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Over the years, Bishop Hall Mill Pond has hamng ‘overgrown
with vegetation which has restricted views across the pond
and access into the area. The pond has also become fll!a_d
with silt . The silting and overgrown vegetation has resulted
in a neglected and derelict character. However, the pond has
significant potential as an ecological and recreational
resource. In recognition of this, Anglia Ruskin University has
undartalmn a remediation project to environmentally improve
the poncanﬂsurroundmgs

The environmental improvements resulting from the remedia-
tion are as follows:

1. Removal of overgrown vegetation;

2. Dredging of the silt to restore the capacity of the pond and
create a stepped pond proﬂle providing habitats for a range of
species;

3. Incorporation of new paths to provide improved access and
viewing points;

4. Creation of new seating areas;

5. Replanting of vegetation including plants with a variety of
ecological benefits.

Ecology

The site is part of the Chelmer Valley Riverside County Wildlife
Site. It comprises limited open water with some aquatic vegeta-
tion and is surrounded by dense marginal vegetation and some
mature trees (including 12 TPOs). It is hoped that the remediation
works will create an improved habitat for the following species:

1. White-clawed crayfish - The Environment Agency has records
of the species within 2.5km of the site;

2. Great crested newts - The extensive beds of watercress and
other leafy vegetation within the pond are ideal material for great
crested newts;

3. Reptiles - the habitats that surround the pond are suitable for
foraging, resting and hibernating reptiles.

4. Water vole

5. Bats - Previous surveys have identified no evidence of bats
using the site although the water body and adjacent retained
trees would be:attractive to foraging bats.
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The outfall of the roads adjacent to the pond. hava deposited
elevated concentrations of hydrocarbons. Th heeo s

removed as part of the dredging pr nd treated
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